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Editor's Notes
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R.F. Cayea
Editor. Creator of

Qil For the Lamp Magazine and
The Seeker’'s Lamp Website.

This Issue delves into the profound notion of resurrection as it is
perceived across various belief systems. The narrative of Jesus and his
miraculous resurrection from death is widely known. However, the
concept of resurrection, defined as the restoration of life after death,
has permeated human beliefs since ancient times. It has played a
significant role in shaping the lives and cultures of different societies.

| trust that this exploration will catch your interest and provide you
with valuable insights. May it serve as a source of knowledge, guiding
you to pursue virtuous and spiritually enriching endeavors.

Sincerely,
R.F. Cayea



The concept of resurrection revolves around the belief
in the restoration of life after death. This profound idea
is embraced by numerous religions, each offering their
own unique interpretations and profound implications.
The notion of resurrection holds significant theological
and spiritual importance, serving as a source of hope
and solace for believers across different faith traditions.

Exploring the concept of resurrection makes it evident
that it occupies a central place within religious
narratives. Various religious texts and teachings
emphasize the transformative power of resurrection,
portraying it as a divine intervention that transcends
the boundaries of mortality. This divine act of bringing
the deceased back to life symbolizes the triumph over
death and the promise of eternal existence.

Ancient religions in the Near East

Among the oldest religions of the Middle East, there
were myths surrounding gods who experienced death
and resurrection, such as Osiris, Baal, Adonis, and
Dumuzi. These deities were often associated with
fertility, vegetation, seasons, or Kkingship. Their
resurrection symbolized the cyclical nature of life and
the rejuvenation it brings. However, it's important to
note that these myths did not imply a general
resurrection for all humans, but rather highlighted the
special privilege granted to divine or royal figures.

Ancient Greek religion

In ancient Greek religion, there were several instances
where individuals achieved physical immortality
through resurrection. Heroes like Heracles, Asclepius,
Alcestis, Castor and Pollux, Orpheus, Eurydice, and
Ganymede were among those who experienced
resurrection. Some of them were even deified after their
return from the dead, while others remained as revered
heroes or demigods. The reasons behind their
resurrection varied, ranging from divine intervention
and acts of love to sacrifice or magical intervention. It's
important to note that these cases of resurrection were
considered exceptional and did not represent a
common destiny for all humans, but rather unique
instances of divine favor or fate.

Buddhism

Buddhism does not possess the concept of resurrection
in the traditional sense, where a deceased body is
revived, or a personal identity is restored. Instead, it
imparts the teaching of rebirth or reincarnation,
wherein one's consciousness or mind-stream continues
to exist in a different form of life after death, contingent
upon one's karma or actions. The objective of Buddhism
is to reach nirvana or liberation from the cycle of
rebirth, which is regarded as a state of suffering and
ignorance. However, certain branches of Buddhism also
acknowledge the potential attainment of Buddhahood
or enlightenment, described as a state of complete
wisdom and compassion. There are also various
Buddhist legends that recount tales of miraculous
resurrections carried out by Buddha or his disciples.
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Christianity

Christianity is founded upon the conviction
that Jesus Christ experienced a resurrection
from death on the third day following his
crucifixion. This miraculous event serves as
evidence of his divine nature and his
triumph over sin and mortality. Moreover, it
serves as a promise and exemplar for the
eventual resurrection of all faithful believers
at the culmination of time. Christians hold
varying perspectives regarding the nature of
Jesus' resurrected body, debating whether it
was physical or spiritual in essence. Likewise,
interpretations of the biblical accounts
detailing his appearances to disciples and
ascension to heaven diverge among
different Christian denominations.
Nonetheless, there exists a consensus
among most Christians that resurrection is a
bestowed gift arising from God's boundless
grace, rather than a product of human merit
or endeavor.

Islam

Islam teaches that Allah, the divine being,
will revive all individuals on the Day of
Judgment, known as Yawm al-Qiyamah.
This revival will encompass both the
physical body and the soul, reuniting them
after death. The resurrected individuals will
then encounter Allah's justice and mercy,
receiving either the reward of paradise,
referred to as Jannah, or the punishment of
hell, known as Jahannam. The act of
resurrection serves as a testament to Allah's
immense power and profound wisdom,
while also serving as a trial of faith and
obedience for humanity. It is important to
note that Muslims do not believe that
Muhammad, the revered prophet,
experienced resurrection from death;
instead, he ascended to heaven, an event
known as Mi'raj, during his earthly existence.
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This belief is firmly rooted in the Islamic
teachings and serves as a cornerstone of the
faith.

Judaism

Judaism encompasses a wide range of
perspectives regarding resurrection,
encompassing both literal and metaphorical
interpretations. In the earliest Jewish
sources, resurrection is not explicitly
mentioned; instead, the focus lies on Sheol,
which is considered the universal
destination for all individuals after death.
However, subsequent sources, particularly
within prophetic and apocalyptic literature,
introduce the concept of a future
resurrection specifically for the righteous at
the culmination of days (Acharit Ha-Yamim).
This resurrection is intrinsically connected to
the messianic era (Olam Ha-Ba) and the
dominion of God (Malchut Shamayim).
Additionally, there are some Jews who
believe in the resurrection of the wicked for
judgment or annihilation. Resurrection is
viewed as a divine manifestation of justice
and mercy, a fulfillment of God's promises
and covenant.

Conclusion

Resurrection, as we have observed, is a
multifaceted and varied concept that
encompasses various religious viewpoints
and worldviews. Its interpretation can range
from a literal occurrence to a symbolic
representation, a spiritual metamorphosis,
or even a fusion of these perspectives.
Moreover, it carries diverse implications for
the fate of humanity, moral values, and
individual identity. Resurrection transcends
mere belief; it delves into the realm of
personal encounters, aspiration, and the
power of imagination.



Part I
THE ANCIENT
NEAR FAST



In the ancient civilizations that thrived in the Near East, a
myriad of religions flourished, each offering captivating
narratives about gods who underwent the cycle of death
and rebirth. Among these divine beings were Osiris, Baal,
and Dumuzi, intimately linked to the concepts of fertility
and kingship. These celestial entities personified the
essential forces governing both the natural world and
human society, ensuring the prosperity and welfare of their
devoted followers. The symbolism behind their demise and
subsequent resurrection poignantly represented the
cyclical nature of existence and the revitalization of life
itself. It is important to emphasize, however, that these
myths did not propose a universal resurrection for all of
humanity; rather, they depicted an exclusive privilege
reserved for divine or royal figures. Let us delve into a few
examples to gain a profound comprehension of this
profound concept.



Osiris holds immense significance in the
ancient Egyptian pantheon, as he is
worshipped as one of the most influential
deities. He embodies both fertility and the
concept of a deceased and resurrected king.
Moreover, he assumes the role of ruler over
the underworld and serves as the ultimate
judge of souls. The mythological narrative
surrounding Osiris symbolizes the cycle of
death and rebirth, the annual flooding of the
Nile River, and the human yearning for
eternal life in the afterlife.

Born to Geb, the god of the earth, and Nut, the
goddess of the sky, Osiris occupies a position of
paramount importance among his siblings,
which include Isis, Set, Nephthys, and Horus the
Elder. In a remarkable union, Osiris took his sister
Isis as his wife, establishing a profound
connection between them. Together, they
bestowed upon the people of Egypt the gifts of
civilization, culture, and religion.

As a revered deity, Osiris faced a formidable
adversary in his envious and malevolent brother,
Set. Set personified chaos, storms, and violence,
standing in stark contrast to Osiris's principles of
order, harmony, and peace. Driven by a wicked
ambition to seize Osiris's throne, Set devised a
cunning plan to usurp his position.

Undaunted by despair, Isis, the devoted wife of
Osiris, embarked on a challenging quest to locate
the lifeless body of her beloved husband.
Assisted by Anubis, the god of mummification,
and Thoth, the deity of wisdom, Isis tirelessly
journeyed through the vast expanses of the
world. After an arduous search, her unwavering
determination led her to Byblos, where she
ecstatically discovered the remains of Osiris. With
utmost secrecy, she concealed the body and
utilized her formidable magical abilities in a
courageous attempt to revive him. However, Set,
ever vigilant, uncovered Isis's covert plan and
callously seized the body of Osiris once more. In
an act of unspeakable cruelty, Set dismembered
Osiris's corpse into fourteen fragments and
scattered them across the sacred lands of Egypt.

However, Isis did not allow despair to overpower
her. Motivated by an unconquerable spirit and an
unwavering devotion to her husband, she
tirelessly collected every fragment of Osiris's
shattered body, except for his phallus, which had
been devoured by a voracious fish. With great
care and attention to detail, Isis painstakingly
reconstructed Osiris's body, anointing it with
sacred oil and meticulously performing the
elaborate and sacred practices of embalming.
Through these ancient and profound
ceremonies, Osiris experienced a rebirth,
receiving the gift of eternal life as the revered
deity of the underworld.



Before embarking on her journey to the
underworld, Isis entered a sacred union with
Osiris and conceived their son, Horus. As
time went on, Horus would grow to become
the divine ruler of the heavens and the
rightful heir to his father's throne. With the
head of a falcon atop a human body, Horus
embodied the principles of leadership,
potency, and protection. Moreover, he was
closely associated with the brilliance and
radiance of the sun.

As Horus matured, he rose to challenge Set
for his father's rightful place as ruler. Through
a series of arduous battles, Horus sought
vengeance for Osiris's tragic demise. One
confrontation between Horus and Set left
Horus without his left eye, while Set suffered
the loss of his reproductive organs. The eye of
Horus transformed into a powerful talisman,
symbolizing rejuvenation and restorative
qualities.

Eventually, Horus presented himself before
Osiris in the realm of the dead and received
his father's blessing. With this divine blessing,
Horus
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assumed the role of Egypt's new ruler,
carrying on the legacy of his father and
ensuring the prosperity of the land.

The tale of Osiris's resurrection is an
immensely significant legend in the realm of
ancient Egyptian mythology. Its narrative has
served as a wellspring of inspiration for a
multitude of rituals and festivities, all of
which sought to commemorate Osiris's
extraordinary journey from death to rebirth.
One such celebration is the Khoiak festival,
where clay effigies of Osiris were carefully
crafted and infused with seeds that would
germinate upon being buried in damp soil.
This myth also mirrors the natural
phenomenon of the Nile River's annual
flooding, which bestows fertility and
abundance upon the land of Egypt. Beyond
its tangible parallels, the myth of Osiris's
resurrection also instills a profound sense of
hope within the hearts of the Egyptian
people. It serves as a powerful reminder of
the cyclical nature of life and the promise of
renewal that follows in the wake of adversity.



Baal, a prominent figure in the Canaanite
pantheon, often takes on the role of the main
adversary to the Hebrew god Yahweh in
biblical stories. Revered as a divine entity
associated with storms, fertility, agriculture,
and the eternal cycle of life, Baal's demise
and subsequent revival have captivated
scholars and enthusiasts alike. We will
Examine Baal's death and resurrection,
drawing wisdom from ancient Near Eastern
mythology and culture, and examining its
depiction in various forms of artistic
expression and literary works. Through this
exploration, we aim to uncover profound
insights into the significance and symbolism
surrounding Baal's cyclical journey between
life and death.

Our comprehension of the demise and
revival of Baal is mainly derived from the Baal
Cycle, a compilation of narratives inscribed
on clay tablets in Ugaritic, a language
belonging to the Northwest Semitic family.
These tablets were excavated in the ancient
city of Ugarit, now known as Ras Shamra,
situated in northern Syria. The Baal Cycle
documents Baal's ascent to divine kingship,
achieved through his triumphant battle
against Yam, the deity of the sea.
Additionally, it chronicles Baal's construction
of a splendid palace atop Mount Zaphon.

However, Baal's reign was soon confronted
by Mot, the god who governs death and the
netherworld. In a treacherous act, Mot took
the life of Baal and devoured him
completely.

Regardless, Anat, Baal's sister and partner,
erupted in fury to seek vengeance for her
fallen brother. With resolute determination,
she confronted Mot, mercilessly slaying him
and dismembering his body into fragments
that she scattered across the earth.
Remarkably, Baal defied the clutches of
death and emerged triumphant, reclaiming
his dominion over the world.

The Baal Cycle serves as a crucial resource for
understanding the narrative trajectory of
Baal's demise and subsequent resurrection. It
reveals the intricate layers of ancient Near
Eastern mythology, shedding light on the
eternal struggle between life and death and
the ultimate victory of vitality over decay.
Furthermore, this captivating motif
manifests in various artistic and literary
works, providing glimpses into the profound
cultural significance attributed to Baal's
mythos.



The demise and subsequent revival of Baal
can be understood as a metaphorical
portrayal of the cyclical transformations in
the natural world, particularly in a dry region
like Canaan. As a deity associated with
storms, Baal brought rain and fertility to the
land, but also unleashed floods and tempests
that could devastate crops and livestock. His
demise represented drought and barrenness,
while his resurgence signaled rainfall and
abundance. Moreover, Baal's demise was
linked to the descent of the sun into the
underworld during winter, while his revival
was associated with the sun's ascent in
springtime. This intricate symbolism
captures the interplay between divine forces
and the ever-changing seasons, highlighting
the profound connection between nature
and spirituality in ancient Canaanite society.

Across various forms of literature and art, the
death and resurrection of Baal have been
depicted in diverse ways. These artistic
expressions provide insights into the
significance of Baal's role and how it shaped
the culture and beliefs of different
civilizations.

One remarkable illustration can be
discovered in Psalm 29, a hymn ascribed to
King David. Within this lyrical composition,
Yahweh is portrayed as a formidable storm
deity, whose resounding voice reverberates
across the waters, causing the wilderness to
tremble and the majestic cedars to shatter.
Moreover, Lebanon is depicted as frolicking
like a young calf. These characteristics were
originally linked to Baal in Ugaritic texts.
Certain scholars suggest that Psalm 29 was
initially a Canaanite hymn dedicated to Baal.
However, it was subsequently adapted by
the Israelites to honor Yahweh.

Another example can be found in Hosea
2:16-17, where Yahweh makes a promise to
restore His relationship with Israel after
disciplining them for their idolatrous
practices. He commits to expunge the
names of Baal from their mouths and instead
be recognized as Ishi, meaning "my
husband," rather than Baali, which signifies
"my lord." This implies that the Israelites not
only embraced Baal worship but also
referred to Yahweh by Baal's appellation.

In the biblical account found in 2 Kings
10:18-28, we witness an intriguing narrative of
King Jehu's cunning plan to eradicate the
worship of Baal in his kingdom of Israel. Jehu
employs a deceptive strategy, presenting
himself as a devoted follower of Baal. He
cunningly gathers all the priests and
followers of Baal in a temple dedicated to
the deity. However, unknown to them, Jehu's
true intention is to eliminate them all and
put an end to Baal worship once and for all.

Jehu's command is swift and ruthless. He
orders his men to slaughter the priests and
burn down the temple, leaving no trace of
Baal's presence. This decisive act serves as a
symbolic statement, a bold declaration
against the worship of false gods and a
testament to the supremacy of Yahweh.

These accounts shed light on the intricate
relationship between Baal and Yahweh
within ancient literature and societal
practices. They demonstrate how certain
texts were adapted or repurposed to align
with evolving beliefs and the aspiration to
establish Yahweh as the ultimate deity. By
delving into these narratives, we gain
valuable insights into the cultural and
religious dynamics of that time, unveiling the
ongoing struggle between different belief
systems and the relentless pursuit of spiritual
supremacy.
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Dumuzi, known also as Tammuz, rose to
prominence as a deity in the ancient region
of Mesopotamia, where he was revered for
his connections to shepherds and fertility. It
is worth noting that Dumuzi held the
esteemed position of being the initial and
primary companion of the goddess Inanna,
who would later be known as Ishtar. The
story of Dumuzi is an incredibly captivating
and intricate tale found within the rich
tapestry of ancient Near Eastern mythology.
It explores profound themes such as love,
mortality, rebirth, and the cyclical nature of
the seasons. This narrative offers a profound
and enlightening journey into the depths of
human experience and the
interconnectedness of life's fundamental
aspects.

The Genesis of Dumuzi

Originating from the realm of Sumerian
mythology, Dumuzi's name holds great
significance, as it represents him as the
"faithful progeny." He emerged as the
offspring of Enki, the divine figure associated
with both water and wisdom, and Duttur, a
goddess symbolizing sheep. Accompanying
him on this celestial expedition was his sister,
Geshtinanna, who held authority over
agriculture, fertility, and the interpretation of
dreams. What is truly remarkable is that
Dumuzi not only achieved prominence as
the ruler of two illustrious ancient cities, Bad-
tibira and Uruk, but also had humble human
origins prior to ascending to the realm of
divinity. His journey is a testament to the
profound transformation from mortal to
deity.

The Sacred Union of Dumuzi
and Inanna

Dumuzi, renowned for his extraordinary
charm and authoritative presence, found
himself entangled in a magnificent love affair
with Inanna, the celestial embodiment of
love, warfare, and justice. Enthralled by
Dumuzi's brilliance and prowess, Inanna
selected him as her cherished partner,
surpassing countless other suitors, including
Enkimdu, the deity of agriculture. To
commemorate their union, a sacred
ceremony referred to as the hieros gamos, or
the divine marriage, was performed. In this
ceremonial rite, the ruler of Uruk personified
Dumuzi while the revered high priestess
assumed the role of Inanna. Representing
the harmonious union between the heavens
and the earth, this sacred bond ensured the
fecundity and prosperity of both the land
and its inhabitants.
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The Tragic Demise of Dumuzi

Sadly, Dumuzi's joyous companionship with
Inanna was short-lived. Inanna made theill-
fated choice to descend into the depths of
the Underworld, where her sister Ereshkigal
reigned supreme, to witness the funeral
rituals of her beloved spouse Gugalanna, the
magnificent celestial bull. In order to
navigate this perilous realm, Inanna had to
conquer seven formidable gates. At each
gate, she was compelled to discard a piece of
clothing or a piece of jewelry until she stood
exposed and stripped of her power before
the imposing throne of Ereshkigal.
Consumed by anger at Inanna's
audaciousness, Ereshkigal issued a deadly
decree for her sister to be put to death and
hung from a merciless hook.

Meanwhile, Dumuzi exhibited no signs of
grief or remorse after his wife's demise. He
adorned himself in opulent garments and sat
proudly on his throne, reveling in his position
as king. However, Inanna was miraculously
revived by two entities sent by Enki and
returned to the mortal world. To her
astonishment, she discovered that Dumuzi
was carrying on as if nothing had happened.
This revelation filled her with a raging fury,
compelling her to command the demons
accompanying her to capture Dumuzi and
take him as her substitute in the Underworld.

Dumuzi made desperate efforts to evade the
clutches of the demons, but they eventually
apprehended him. In a last-ditch plea for
help, he beseeched the sun god Utu to
intervene on his behalf. Responding to
Dumuzi's plea, Utu transformed him into an
elegant gazelle. However, the relentless
demons shattered his limbs and forcibly
dragged him into Kur, the realm of the
deceased.
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The Rebirth of Dumuzi

Shortly after making her decision, Inanna
was overcome with remorse and desperately
longed for the return of Dumuzi. She sought
the assistance of Enki, who kindly agreed to
help. Enki sent two messengers to
Ereshkigal, urging her to release Dumuzi
from the Underworld. However, Ereshkigal
imposed a condition: someone else must
take Dumuzi's place in the realm of the
deceased. The messengers came across
Geshtinanna, who was grieving deeply for
her brother in various places. Deeply moved
by her profound sorrow, they offered her the
opportunity to share Dumuzi's fate. Touched
by their proposal, Geshtinanna agreed to
spend half of the year in Kur alongside her
brother, while Dumuzi would reside with
Inanna for the other half. This arrangement
gave way to the cyclical nature of the
seasons.
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The Influence of Dumuzi's Legacy

The reverence for Dumuzi reached far beyond the borders of Mesopotamia,
encompassing regions such as Syria, Palestine, Anatolia, and Greece. This
enigmatic deity was known by different names, including Adonis, Attis, Osiris,
and Baal. His captivating story served as a deep well of inspiration for countless
poets and artists throughout history. Furthermore, Dumuzi emerged as a
guintessential embodiment of the enduring theme of the dying-and-rising god
in the realm of comparative mythology.

The narrative of Dumuzi goes beyond being a mere myth; it serves as a
profound reflection of the kaleidoscope of human emotions and experiences.
Within its intricate layers, one can discern the exaltation of love, the anguish of

loss, the yearning for renewal, and the enigma surrounding the mysteries of life
and death.
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Similarities and differences between
Osiris, Baal; and Dumuzi

While Osiris, Baal, and Dumuzi are mythical
gods originating from the Near East, each
possesses distinct qualities and fulfills unique
roles within their respective cultures. Osiris is
primarily associated with the realm of the
afterlife, Baal with storms and fertility, and
Dumuzi with shepherding and rebirth.
However, these deities also share common
themes and symbols that bind them
together.

The belief in the cyclical nature of life and
death is a prevalent motif in the narratives
surrounding these three gods. They
represent various facets of the natural world
and human existence, underscoring the
interconnectedness of all things.
Furthermore, the stories of Osiris, Baal, and
Dumuzi frequently depict struggles,
sacrifices, and resurrection, amplifying the
enduring strength of the human spirit.

The significance of these deities
in ancient Near Eastern cultures

Osiris, Baal, and Dumuzi held great
significance within the ancient cultures of
the Near East, where they were revered with
profound devotion. These divine entities
were not mere abstract concepts or symbolic
representations; they were believed to
possess direct agency over the lives and well-
being of the people. The veneration and
ceremonies dedicated to these deities
formed an inseparable part of the social and
religious tapestry of these antiquated
societies.
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For instance, in Egypt, the annual festivities
honoring Osiris were elaborate affairs,
encompassing processions, mesmerizing
performances, and lavish offerings. These
grand celebrations served as a conduit for
communing with the divine realm, while
simultaneously reaffirming the harmony and
equilibrium of the cosmic order. Similarly,
the worship of Baal in Canaan comprised of
rituals and sacrifices aimed at ensuring
abundant harvests and fostering communal
prosperity.

The modern-day influence and
interpretations of Osiris, Baal,
and Dumuzi

Although the ancient civilizations that
revered Osiris, Baal, and Dumuzi have long
vanished, the impact of these gods can still
be perceived in the present era. The
narratives and symbols associated with these
deities have served as a wellspring of
inspiration for countless artistic creations,
literary works, and even elements of popular
culture.

Throughout history, Osiris, with his motifs of
mortality and renewal, has remained a
recurring theme in diverse mythologies and
religious beliefs. The concept of a divine
judge and an existence beyond death
continues to strike a chord with numerous
spiritual traditions. Similarly, the concepts of
fertility, storms, and rebirth embodied by
Baal and Dumuzi can be found across
various mythologies and cultural customs
worldwide.



Exploring the archaeological
evidence and artifacts related
to these deities

Archaeological excavations have brought to light
a plethora of artifacts and evidence pertaining to
the veneration of Osiris, Baal, and Dumuzi.
Temples, statues, and inscriptions dedicated to
these divine beings have been unearthed in
Egypt, Canaan, and Mesopotamia, offering

invaluable insights into the religious customs and

convictions of ancient civilizations.

One notable example is the awe-inspiring
Temple of Osiris situated in Abydos, Egypt. This
grand structure served as a focal point for
worship for countless centuries. Adorned with
intricate carvings that depict various scenes from
the mythos of Osiris, the temple offers a vivid
visual representation of the narratives and tenets
associated with this deity. The carvings serve to
convey the stories and beliefs cherished by the
devotees of Osiris, providing a profound glimpse
into their spiritual world.

These archaeological discoveries not only shed
light on the religious practices of these ancient
societies but also provide a window into their
worldview and understanding of the divine.
Through the study and interpretation of these
artifacts, we gain a deeper comprehension of the
cultural and religious tapestry woven by our
predecessors. It is through these remnants of the
past that we are able to embark on a journey of
enlightenment and exploration, delving into the
profound intricacies of human spirituality
throughout history.

Mythological tales and legends
featuring Osiris, Baal, and Dumuzi

The ancient myths featuring Osiris, Baal, and
Dumuzi hold a vast reservoir of captivating
narratives and fables. These tales provide us
with glimpses into the societal and spiritual
customs of the civilizations that thrived in
the Near East during ancient times, while
also furnishing us with invaluable insights
into their fundamental beliefs and
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perspectives.

Within the tale of Osiris, we bear witness to the
eternal struggle between righteousness and
malevolence, the ultimate conquest of love
over darkness, and a profound yearning for
everlasting life. The epic battles and
extraordinary exploits of Baal serve as a
testament to the awe-inspiring power of
nature and impart upon us the significance of
maintaining equilibrium within our world.
Meanwhile, the myth of Dumuzi serves as a
poignant reminder of the cyclical nature of life,
emphasizing the jubilation that accompanies
moments of rejuvenation and rebirth.

These mythological accounts, steeped in rich
symbolism and profound allegory, offer us a
unique journey through time and space. They
grant us access to ancient cultures, allowing us
to comprehend their intricate cosmologies and
spiritual frameworks. As we delve into these
narratives, we are transported to a realm where
wisdom intertwines with imagination, as we
unravel the mysteries of civilizations that have
long since faded into history.

Conclusion:

The mythological gods of the Near East, such
as Osiris, Baal, and Dumuzi, have left an
everlasting impact on the course of human
history. Their tales continue to fascinate our
imagination and offer valuable insights into the
beliefs and principles of ancient civilizations.
The enduring influence of these deities is
evident in various forms of art, literature, and
cultural customs that have been shaped by
their myths.

By exploring the narratives of Osiris, Baal, and
Dumuzi, we not only deepen our
understanding of the ancient cultures of the
Near East but also acknowledge the universal
themes and symbols that bind us as human
beings. These stories serve as a reminder of our
shared humanity and the timeless questions
and aspirations that have shaped our collective
journey.
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The Immortal L.ove of
Oé%iris and [sis:

i

[

Harken, noble hearers, listen to this old Bard. For | shall weave a fable
of gods and mortals, of anguish and triumph, set in the revered land
called Egypt. Behold, behold the epic saga of Osiris' downfall and
rebirth, a tale that shall ignite your souls with inspiration.

In the mystical kingdom of Ancient Egypt, where the mighty Nile
River roared and Osiris reigned supreme, the celestial beings watched
in awe. Osiris, a wise and fair leader, bestowed prosperity and
enlightenment upon his people, leading them towards the path of
enlightenment. However, amidst the symphony of unity, a sinister
shadow lurked within the soul of his brother Set. Enveloped by envy,
Set concocted a treacherous plot to seize the crown and cast a dismal
cloud over their hallowed land.

Set orchestrated a sumptuous feast and dispatched invitations to
those he desired to attend.
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On that momentous evening when the grand feast was destined to
unfold, the stage was set. Bathed in the ethereal glow of the moon
and embraced by the watchful eyes of innumerable stars, Set
embarked on a journey to materialize his ambitious design. Behold, a
resplendent banquet, fit for the gods themselves! Set, the indomitable
deity of chaos and storms, orchestrated a regal revelry within the walls
of his majestic palace.

A grand gathering took place, filling the air with an electrifying energy
of delight and expectation. People from all corners of the kingdom
came together to behold the extraordinary spectacle that was Set's
extraordinary event. Amidst the opulence and grandeur, a majestic
chest took center stage, its polished exterior gleaming with elegant
engravings and priceless gemstones. Hushed whispers permeated the
space, for it was believed that the fortunate soul who could both enter
and fit snugly within the chest would inherit its invaluable treasures
and rightfully claim them as their own.

With unwavering determination, the gods and goddesses of Egypt
embarked on a quest to seize the abundant treasures concealed
within the mystical chest. Ra, the majestic deity of the radiant sun,
unleashed his boundless creativity to mold and contort himself,
yearning to fit into the narrow confines. Yet, his relentless pursuit did
not yield the desired outcome. Hathor, the enchanting embodiment
of love and beauty, poured her heart and soul into the endeavor,
hoping to discover a solution. Alas, even her graceful form was left
unable to conquer the chest's restrictive boundaries. Undeterred by
their individual setbacks, they continued to exchange turns, fervently
striving for triumph.

In the realm of legends, a hero emerged: Osiris. His eyes sparkled with
unwavering determination, and his heart overflowed with an
insatiable thirst for discovery. With great poise, he ventured towards a
chest adorned with exquisite beauty. With each step, he breathed life
into his dreams.
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Nestling himself inside the chest, Osiris became a beacon of
inspiration. The gods and goddesses eagerly observed, captivated by
the scene unfolding before them. As the chest enclosed around him, a
perfect embrace, they remained oblivious to the cunning trap Set had
crafted within its innocent exterior.

Little did they know, every challenge faced by Osiris would become a
testament to the indomitable spirit of a true hero. As Osiris became
engaged in its clutches, the chest underwent a remarkable
metamorphosis, unveiling its true essence as a treacherous
contraption. In the blink of an eye, razor-sharp blades manifested
from every angle, ruthlessly severing Osiris in a spine-chilling
exhibition of devastation.

As the fragments of Osiris were scattered across the vast expanse,
chaos gripped the land, plunging the room into a frenzy of
pandemonium. Set, basking in the glory of his conquest, had at last
liberated himself from his most formidable foe.

The land wept for its fallen king, and Isis, the loyal wife and sister of
Osiris, mourned in the depths of her soul. But her love for him blazed
like a majestic flame, a beacon of hope that could outshine even the
sun. With undying resolve to bring back her beloved Osiris, she set
forth on a perilous path, relentlessly scouring the earth for every
fragment of his existence. Fueled by an unwavering optimism, she
ventured through deserts, conquered rivers, and scaled towering
pyramids. Through the blistering flames of the desert, she remained
undaunted, for her love for Osiris fueled a force within her that could
not be extinguished. Each stride she took was accompanied by his
ethereal essence, propelling her towards the fragmented pieces of his
once mighty existence. Whispers from the rivers spoke of his essence
lost within their depths, urging her to dive deep and reclaim what was
rightfully his.
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As Isis could feel the ethereal presence of Osiris enveloping her in a
warm embrace. This ignited a fiery resolve within her, propelling her
forward on her noble journey to unravel the shattered enigma of his
very being.

With unwavering determination, she painstakingly collected every
shattered fragment of his torn physique, her trembling hands
emanating a mixture of adoration and yearning. With each individual
piece tenderly positioned and meticulously fused, Isis could sense her
unwavering dedication intensifying, igniting her steadfast
commitment to resurrect Osiris. Witnessing his physical form
gradually materialize in front of her, a surge of optimism and
exhilaration coursed through her veins.

With every fragment meticulously gathered and gently pieced
together, Isis's unwavering dedication grew stronger, fueling an
unwavering determination to bring Osiris back to life and restore his
grandeur. The gentle embrace of the linen bandages enveloped his
body, offering comfort and shielding him from the outside realm as
she diligently prepared for the breathtaking climax of her sacred
ritual. In the hallowed sanctuary, she delicately bestowed upon his
peaceful form a sacred fusion of oils and aromatic spices, their
enchanting aroma captivating every corner. With each gentle stroke,
she honored the ritual, summoning a tangible vitality that tingled in
the air. The age-old powers stirred, eagerly awaiting the forthcoming
transformation, igniting a sense of wonder and possibility.

Despite her immense power and unwavering loyalty, Isis couldn't help
but shed tears for her beloved Osiris. Each drop that fell upon his
restored form was a testament to the depth of her love and the pain
she had endured throughout this arduous journey.
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With every task Isis accomplished, her heart overflowed with a radiant
sense of excitement. Deep within, she recognized that this decisive
juncture possessed the power to resurrect Osiris or lock his destiny for
eternity. With a firm grip and unwavering belief, she called upon
otherworldly forces that surpassed human understanding. Her voice,
filled with both sorrow and optimism, resounded through the realm
of gods, fervently pleading for Osiris to be gifted with a new lease on
life.

Within the hallowed sanctuary, an eternal moment unfolded as Isis
anticipated a message from the ethereal realm. A delicate breeze
graced her cheek, whispering untold stories of love and hope. And in a
magnificent answer to her heartfelt prayer, a surge of vitality surged
through Osiris' veins, igniting a flame of life.

In the presence of Isis, a miracle unfolded. Life rekindled itself within
Osiris, illuminating every inch of his once dormant existence. A
symphony of joy echoed through every fiber of her being, enthralling
her with this wondrous spectacle. Tears of sheer elation cascaded
down her cheeks, bearing testament to the triumph of her boundless
love and unwavering devotion. Osiris, once a shattered soul, now
emerged as a beacon of hope and resurrection, igniting a flame of
inspiration that would forever burn bright. Enveloped in an
inexplicable enchantment, the chamber was adorned with a celestial
radiance, as if the deity had been reborn. The atmosphere buzzed
with a vibrant sense of vigor and boundless potential.

In the realm where Osiris once again graced existence, Isis discovered
a revitalized vigor and an unwavering determination. She understood
that their tale would ignite the spirit of future generations, serving as
an eternal testament to the indomitable force of love and the
boundless potential for miracles.
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In the grand tapestry of existence, Osiris emerged victorious from the
depths of darkness, transcending mortal limitations to join the
celestial pantheon. His divine majesty radiated as he ascended to his
rightful place as the esteemed overseer of the underworld and the
supreme arbiter of spirits. Among the masses, a fervent belief took
hold, for they understood that in the afterlife, their very essence would
stand before the divine scales of Osiris. With unwavering devotion,
they yearned for their hearts to rival the weight of the feather of Ma'at,
the embodiment of unwavering truth and absolute justice. In this
eternal moment of judgment, those found worthy would embrace
the everlasting embrace of the afterlife.

In the wondrous tale of Osiris, a profound connection with fertility and
agriculture was forged following his triumphant resurrection. Through
this eternal cycle, the illustrious deity embodied the very essence of
nature, mirroring the majestic flow of the Nile River that gracefully
inundated Egypt's farmlands. Lo and behold, farmers sought solace in
the divine presence of Osiris, beseeching his benevolence and
enlightenment, eagerly anticipating splendid harvests and copious
yields.

Behold, my noble audience, the enchanting saga of Osiris' demise and
rebirth draws to a close. Still, the resounding echoes of this age-old
legend reverberate through the chronicles of history, urging us to
contemplate the boundless strength of affection and the unwavering
tenacity of mankind. As the majestic sun bids its farewell to the Nile,
our hearts are filled with wonder, pondering the depths of devotion
and the eternal heritage gifted by the immortal love of Osiris and Isis.
In the ageless chronicles of old, this tale shall forever resonate, stirring
our souls with the timeless truth that love transcends the boundaries
of mortality. Amidst the abyss of despair, a glimmer of hope emerges,
reigniting the dormant embers of affection and setting ablaze a
passion that shall endure throughout eternity.

THE END

22






GREEK MYTHOLOGY
AND RESURRECTION

Resurrection, a concept found in the
narratives of countless cultures, holds
particular significance within Greek
mythology. In the realm of Ancient Greek
worldview and beliefs, this theme unveils
profound insights into their perception of
life and death. Within the rich tapestry of
Greek myths, we encounter tales of gods,
heroes, and mortals defying death's grasp
through divine intervention or heroic feats,
providing a glimpse into the complexities of
their spiritual understanding.

Resurrection in Greek mythology, while not
a prevalent occurrence, holds a significant
distinction from other mythologies. Unlike
the Egyptian or Mesopotamian beliefs,
which encompassed a general resurrection
of the deceased, ancient Greek religion did
not subscribe to such notions. Instead,
theGreeks held steadfast to the belief in the
immortality of the human soul but
acknowledged the ephemeral nature of the
human body, susceptible to decay, fire, or
consumption.
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The gods themselves were unable to resurrect
a destroyed body, leaving the souls destined
for the underworld where they would endure
an existence shrouded in shadows and
perpetual misery.

However, there are some exceptions to this
rule. Some individuals in Greek mythology
were granted physical immortality and
resurrection by the gods, either as a reward, a
punishment, or a way of preserving the
natural order. Here are some examples of
resurrection in Greek mythology.

- Persephone: Persephone, the offspring of
Zeus and Demeter, the divine being
associated with agriculture and fecundity,
became the target of Hades, the ruler of the
subterranean realm, who aspired to claim her
as his wife. This unfortunate incident plunged
Demeter into such profound despair that she
forsook her responsibilities, leading to a
widespread famine across the land. Zeus, in
his wisdom, intervened and commmanded
Hades to release Persephone.
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There are other examples we won’'t mention here.

The ancient Greeks possessed a profound comprehension of life, death, and
immortality, as illustrated by various instances of resurrection in Greek
mythology. Resurrection, in this context, was not a ubiquitous or innate
occurrence but rather a divine intervention with distinct objectives and
outcomes for each scenario. It could bestow blessings or curses, offer
salvation or punishment, and bring about either restoration or
transformation. These examples highlight the multifaceted nature of
resurrection within Greek mythology, demonstrating the intricate beliefs
and understanding of the ancient Greeks regarding the cycle of life and the
influence of divine forces.
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ALCESTIS

Alcestis, the daughter of King Pelias of lolcus, was
highly sought after by many suitors. However, her
heart belonged to only one: Admetus, the
benevolent ruler of Pherae in Thessaly. Known for
his kindness, Admetus once extended his
hospitality to a stranger who, unbeknownst to
him, was the god Apollo himself. Banished from
Olympus for a year, Apollo was compelled to serve
a mortal as a slave. Deeply appreciative of
Admetus' generosity, Apollo offered him a reward
of his choosing. Admetus, desiring Alcestis as his
wife, faced opposition from Pelias who insisted
that only someone capable of harnessing a lion
and a boar to a chariot would be worthy of his
daughter's hand. Seemingly impossible, this
daunting task was made attainable with the
assistance of Apollo. Through this triumph,
Admetus secured Alcestis as his beloved bride.

Unfortunately, their joy was fleeting, as Admetus
neglected to offer a sacrifice to Artemis on his
nuptial day, thus incurring her wrath. The deity
dispatched serpents into his chamber,
threatening his very life. Once more, Apollo
intervened, beseeching the Fates to spare
Admetus if another soul would perish in his stead.
Admetus implored his parents, friends, and
subjects, yet none were willing to make the
ultimate sacrifice. Only Alcestis, demonstrating
unwavering devotion and selflessness, agreed to
lay down her life for her beloved spouse.

On the fateful day of her demise, Alcestis said her
final goodbyes to her beloved spouse and
cherished children, bracing herself to confront her
inevitable destiny. Guided by Thanatos, the deity
of death, she embarked on a journey to the

realm -
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of the dead. However, just as she was on the brink
of passing away, Hercules materialized at
Admetus' palace as an honored guest. Upon
learning about Alcestis' selfless sacrifice, he was
deeply moved by her unwavering bravery and
profound love. Determined to rescue her from the
clutches of Hades, he engaged in a fierce battle of
wills with Thanatos, ultimately prevailing and
setting her soul free. Triumphantly, he resurrected
her and presented her as a precious offering to
Admetus.

The tale of Alcestis is undoubtedly one of the
most poignant and uplifting narratives within
Greek mythology. It serves as a testament to the
transformative power of love, unwavering loyalty,
and genuine kindness in conquering the realms of
death and despair. Moreover, it beautifully
encapsulates the revered ancient Greek virtues of
hospitality, friendship, and heroism. Alcestis
herself is revered as an exemplar of a devoted wife
who selflessly sacrificed everything for the sake of
her beloved husband. Admetus, on the other
hand, is hailed as a magnanimous host who
unwaveringly extended his generosity even
amidst overwhelming grief. Lastly, Hercules is
lauded as a valiant hero who fearlessly employed
his immense strength in pursuit of an honorable
cause.



CASTOR AND
POLLUX

Castor, born of the divine union between Zeus
and Leda, shared an unbreakable bond with his
twin brother, Pollux. Together, they embarked on
numerous thrilling escapades, their names forever
intertwined with tales of courage and heroism.
Among their exploits, they played a crucial role as
members of the renowned Argonauts,
accompanying Jason on his perilous quest for the
mythical Golden Fleece. Additionally, when their
cousin Helen faced the tragic fate of abduction by
Theseus, Castor and Pollux stood by her side,
offering unwavering support. However, it is their
legendary triumph over mortality that captivates
the imagination. Their story is one of defying
death itself, transcending mortal limitations to
achieve immortality.

You witness a remarkable tale of celestial twins,
Castor and Pollux, whose lineage diverged. Castor,
the offspring of Tyndareus, the esteemed king of
Sparta, possessed mortal origins. In contrast,
Pollux, begotten by Zeus in the form of a majestic
swan, inherited immortality. Unbeknownst to
them, their fates remained intertwined until an
unfortunate altercation ensued. A dispute over
cattle ensued between Castor and Pollux and
their cousins, Idas and Lynceus. Tragically, Castor
met his demise, pierced by Idas' merciless spear.
The loss shattered Pollux's spirit, leading him to
beseech Zeus for intervention. He implored the
deity to resurrect his fallen sibling or allow him to
join Castor in death's embrace.

Zeus was deeply touched by the immense love
his son had for his twin brother, Castor. In
recognition of this profound bond, Zeus
presented Pollux with a momentous decision.
Pollux could opt to retain his immortality and
dwell among the esteemed gods, or he could
choose to share his eternal life with Castor and
spend half of his existence in the depths of the
underworld alongside him.
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Pollux made a selfless choice, electing to embrace
the second option, and Zeus, acknowledging his
son's noble decision, granted his wish. As a divine
gesture, Zeus transformed Pollux and Castor into
the ethereal constellation known as Gemini,
forever uniting them in the celestial realm.
Moreover, Zeus bestowed upon them the unique
privilege of alternating between the majestic
Olympus and the shadowy Hades, enabling them
to revel in the beauty of both realms and cherish
their eternal connection.

This is the tale of how Castor and Pollux came to
embody the ideals of fraternal love and
unwavering loyalty. Revered as guardians of
seafarers, wanderers, and sportsmen, they were
sought after in times of both conflict and
tranquility, as their presence promised harmony
and righteousness. Even in the modern era, their.
names endure as one of the most renowned duos
in the realm of mythology.



ADONIS

In Greek mythology, there existed a remarkably
attractive young man known as Adonis. This
captivating figure found himself adored by not
one, but two goddesses: Aphrodite, the deity of
love and beauty, and Persephone, the ruler of the
underworld. Adonis's tale encompasses themes of
mortality and rebirth, serving as a powerful
symbol for the cyclical nature of the world and

the changing seasons.

The Birth of Adonis

Adonis came into existence through a tragic and
forbidden love affair involving Smyrna (also
known as Myrrha), a princess hailing from Syria,
and her own father, King Theias. Smyrna incurred
the wrath of Aphrodite, who cursed her with an
intense desire for her father as retribution for
neglecting to pay homage to the goddess. With
the assistance of her nurse, Smyrna managed to
deceive her father and engage in a twelve-night
affair with him. When Theias uncovered the truth,
he was consumed by anger and pursued Smyrna
with a sword, intending to end her life. According
to different versions of the myth, the gods
intervened and either transformed Smyrna into a
tree to protect her or as a form of punishment.
While in her arboreal state, Smyrna gave birth to
Adonis, who emerged from a split-open branch of
the tree.

The Love Triangle of Adonis

Aphrodite was enthralled by the exquisite allure
of Adonis and took him under her wing. She
entrusted him to Persephone, who also became
enamored with him and refused to relinquish
him. A conflict ensued between the two
goddesses, which was ultimately resolved by
Zeus, the supreme ruler of the gods. He decreed
that Adonis would divide his time equally,
spending one third of the year with Aphrodite,
one third with Persephone, and the remaining
third with whomever he desired. Adonis, however,
favored Aphrodite and chose to spend the
majority of his time in her company.

The Death of Adonis

Adonis was an avid hunter and enjoyed chasing
wild animals. Aphrodite warned him to be careful
and avoid dangerous beasts, such as boars and
bears. However, Adonis did not heed her advice
and one day he encountered a fierce boar that
wounded him fatally with its tusks. Some versions
of the myth say that the boar was sent by Ares,
the god of war, who was jealous of Aphrodite's
love for Adonis. Others say that the boar was
actually Ares himself in disguise.

Aphrodite heard his cries and rushed to his side.
She held him in her.arms as he bled to death and
cursed the Fates for taking him away from her. His
blood mingled with her tears and became the
anemone flower. She declared that every year she
would mourn his death and celebrate his
resurrection in a festival called the Adonia.

The Resurrection of Adonis

The Adonia was a festival celebrated by women
every year in midsummer. During this festival,
Greek women would plant "gardens of Adonis",
small pots containing fast-growing plants, such as
lettuce, fennel, and other herbs. They would set
these pots on top of their houses in the hot sun.
The plants would sprout quickly, but soon wither
and die. Then the women would mourn the death
of Adonis, tearing their clothes and beating their
breasts in a public display of grief.

The festival also included a ritual mock funeral
procession, in which an effigy of Adonis was
carried on a bier. decorated with flowers and
perfumes. The women would follow the bier,
wailing and lamenting his fate. Then they would
throw the effigy into the sea or a river, symbolizing
his descent into the underworld.

The next day, however, they would celebrate his
resurrection and rejoice in his return to life. They
would sing songs of praise and dance in honor of
Adonis and Aphrodite. They would also offer-
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sacrifices and prayers to them for fertility and prosperity.

The Meaning of Adonis

According to many scholars, the death and resurrection of Adonis represent the revival
and decay of nature every winter and spring. He was worshipped as a god of grain
crops, such as wheat and barley, which were very important to the ancient inhabitants
of Greece. He is also closely related to the concept of agricultural and vegetation deities
in the Near Eastern cultures, such as Tammuz (or Dumuzid) in Mesopotamia or Baal
(or Hadad) in Canaan.

Adonis is also seen as an archetype of male beauty and youthfulness in classical
antiquity. His name is often applied to handsome men who are admired for their
physical attractiveness. He is also associated with love, passion, and desire, as well as
sorrow, loss, and death.

Adonis is a fascinating figure in Greek mythology, whose story has inspired many artists,
writers, and poets throughout history. His death and resurrection story reflects the
ancient beliefs and rituals of the Greeks and their neighbors, as well as the universal
themes of life, death, and rebirth.
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HERCULES

Hercules was the greatest hero of Greek
mythology. He was the son of Zeus, the
king of the gods, and Alcmene, a mortal
woman. He was born with extraordinary
strength and courage, but he also had to
face many challenges and enemies. He
performed many amazing feats, some of
which are described below.

- Hercules accomplished the daunting
task of slaying the Nemean lion, a
formidable creature adorned with an
impenetrable hide that defied any
weapon's ability to pierce it. With sheer
strength, he throttled the lion,
disregarding the need for weaponry, and
proceeded to strip its hide using the
creature's own razor-sharp claws. As a
triumphant memento of his victory,
Hercules draped himself in the lion's
majestic skin, utilizing its head as a
formidable helmet.

- In the epic tale, the valiant hero Heracles
successfully vanquished the formidable
Hydra, a fearsome serpent with multiple
heads that possessed an uncanny ability
to regrow two new heads for every one
severed. To counter this relentless
regeneration, Heracles employed a clever
strategy. Armed with a blazing torch, he
diligently cauterized the wounds inflicted
upon the Hydra, effectively preventing the
growth of additional heads. Furthermore,
Heracles enlisted the assistance of his
loyal nephew, lolaus, who skillfully guided
a chariot and carried the vital torch. In a
stroke of ingenuity, Heracles utilized the
potent venom coursing through the
Hydra's veins. He meticulously coated his
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arrows with this lethal substance,
transforming them into deadly projectiles
capable of delivering swift and decisive
strikes.

- He captured the Cretan bull, a wild and
ferocious animal that terrorized the island
of Crete. The bull was sent by Poseidon,
the god of the sea, who was angry with
King Minos for not sacrificing it to him.
Heracles wrestled the bull to the ground
and brought it back to Eurystheus, who
was terrified of it and hid in a bronze jar.
- He cleaned the Augean stables, which
were filled with thousands of cattle and
had not been cleaned for 30 years. The
stables belonged to King Augeas, who
promised to give Heracles a tenth of his
cattle if he could clean them in one day.
Heracles diverted the courses of two
rivers, the Alpheus and the Peneus, and
made them flow through the stables,
washing away all the dung.



He also completed the famous Twelve
Labors, which were imposed on him by
his jealous stepmother Hera, who hated
him for being Zeus' illegitimate son. The
Twelve Labors were:

- To kill the Nemean lion

- To slay the Hydra

- To capture the Ceryneian hind, a golden-
horned deer sacred to Artemis, the
goddess of hunting

- To capture the Erymanthian boar, a huge
and savage beast that ravaged the region
of Erymanthus

- To clean the Augean stables

- To kill the Stymphalian birds, man-
eating birds with bronze beaks and claws
that infested Lake Stymphalus

- To capture the Cretan bull

- To steal the mares of Diomedes, flesh-
eating horses that belonged to King
Diomedes of Thrace

- To obtain the girdle of Hippolyta, the
gueen of the Amazons, a tribe of warrior
women

- To steal the cattle of Geryon, a three-
bodied giant who lived on an island at the
end of the world

- To steal the golden apples of Hesperides,
which were guarded by a hundred-
headed dragon named Ladon
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- To capture Cerberus, the three-headed
dog that guarded the entrance to Hades,
the underworld

However, the life of Hercules was not
solely filled with glory and renown. He
also endured numerous tragedies,
including the heart-wrenching act of
slaying his own children while in the grip
of madness, a state that was instigated by
the manipulative influence of Hera. In
order to seek redemption for his heinous
crime, he found himself obliged to serve
King Eurystheus for a span of twelve
arduous years, undertaking what became
known as the Twelve Labors. Additionally,
he experienced the devastating loss of his
first wife, Megara, who fell victim to the
vile machinations of his sworn enemy,
Lycus. Lycus, a despot who had wrongfully
seized control of Thebes, also attempted
to bring about the demise of Hercules'
father, Amphitryon. In an act of righteous
vengeance, Hercules exacted retribution
upon Lycus and his followers, ensuring
justice for his beloved family.

Afterward, he wedded Deianira, the
offspring of King Oeneus from Calydon.
Achelous, a river deity with the ability to
transform his appearance, also coveted
her. Achelous confronted Heracles, vying
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for Deianira's hand in matrimony, engaging in combat in different guises: a bull, a serpent, and a
human. Heracles emerged triumphant in every manifestation and snapped off one of Achelous'
horns. As a token of their nuptials, he bestowed it upon Deianira.

Yet, Deianira played a role in Hercules' ultimate downfall as well. She presented him with a shirt
that had been poisoned, a gift she had received from Nessus, a centaur who had attempted to
violate her and was subsequently slain by Hercules. Deianira had been deceived by Nessus, who
convinced her that the shirt was actually a love charm that would ensure Hercules' unwavering
faithfulness to her. Little did she know the shirt was saturated with Nessus' blood, contaminated
by the toxic arrows of Hercules himself.

The demise of Hercules came about due to the deceit of Deianira. Before embarking on the
journey to sacrifice to Zeus on Mount Cenaeum, she presented him with a shirt as a token of
affection. However, upon donning the garment, an excruciating pain engulfed his chest. The fabric
scorched his skin, inflicting unimaginable agony upon him. Despite his attempts to remove the
shirt, it clung to his flesh relentlessly. Realizing his inevitable fate, he beseeched his companions to
construct a funeral pyre for him on Mount Oeta.

Hercules ascended the pyre and requested assistance in igniting it. Initially, no one dared to fulfill
his request, until a courageous young man by the name of Philoctetes stepped forward. He
bravely set the fire ablaze and was rewarded with Hercules' bow and arrows. These formidable
weapohns would prove instrumental in the forthcoming Trojan War. It was during this epic conflict
that Philoctetes skillfully aimed an arrow at Paris, the prince of Troy, who had infamously
abducted Helen, renowned as the epitome of beauty throughout the world.

As the fire engulfed the physical form of Hercules, a bolt of lightning descended from the heavens.
Zeus, in his divine wisdom, had chosen to rescue his son from his mortal destiny and bestow upon
him immortality. He transported Hercules' spirit to the majestic realm of Olympus, where he was
warmly embraced by the celestial beings of godhood. Additionally, Hercules found love and union
with Hebe, the embodiment of youthful vitality and the esteemed cupbearer of the deities. Under
her benevolent influence, Hercules was granted the gift of eternal youth and unending bliss.

The tale of Hercules' demise and subsequent revival is a narrative that embodies bravery, sacrifice,
and redemption. It serves as a poighant reminder that even the mightiest of heroes possess their
own flaws and vulnerabilities. However, it also demonstrates that these imperfections can be
surmounted, leading to the attainment of everlasting glory. Moreover, the story highlights Zeus'
affection for his offspring and his inclination to bestow upon them just recompense for their noble
endeavors. Undoubtedly, Hercules' saga serves as a wellspring of inspiration for all those who
aspire to embody fearlessness, strength, and heroism.
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ASCLEPIUS

Asclepius, the offspring of Apollo, the deity of illumination and melody, and Coronis, a mortal princess,
possessed an inherent talent for mending. This ability was bestowed upon him by his father, who also held
the title of patron of medicine. Guided by his father's wisdom, Asclepius acquired profound knowledge on
utilizing his divine powers to restore the well-being of individuals. Additionally, he sought tutelage from
Chiron, the centaur renowned for his wisdom and kindness. Under Chiron's guidance, Asclepius delved
into the secrets of herbal remedies and potions, mastering their usage in treating diverse maladies. His
expertise became so prodigious that he gained the ability to cure any affliction, mend any wound, and
even revive the deceased. Consequently, he was revered as the most eminent healer of all time, attracting
numerous seekers of aid.

Zeus, the supreme ruler of the gods, expressed his dissatisfaction with Asclepius, the deity associated with
medicine. Zeus harbored concerns that Asclepius might exploit his healing abilities to grant immortality
to humans, thereby disrupting the natural order of the world. Moreover, Zeus held a personal grudge
against Asclepius for resurrecting Hippolytus, the son of Theseus, who happened to be Zeus's lover.
Hippolytus had met his demise in a tragic chariot accident, which Zeus had intended. Enraged by
Asclepius's defiance of his will, Zeus made up his mind to administer punishment upon him.

One fateful day, as Asclepius lay in slumber within the sacred confines of his temple, Zeus, the mighty ruler
of the gods, unleashed a powerful thunderbolt upon him, abruptly ending his life. The demise of Asclepius,
the esteemed offspring of Apollo and the divine entity entrusted with the art of healing, bore the weight of
tragedy and initiated a profound conflict between Apollo and Zeus. Asclepius had attained such mastery
in his craft that he possessed the extraordinary ability to revive the deceased, an act that instilled fear in
Zeus. The supreme deity harbored concerns that such unwarranted interference with the natural order
would disrupt the delicate balance of the cosmos. Under the cover of darkness, Zeus directed a bolt of
lightning towards Asclepius, forever extinguishing his mortal existence. Apollo, consumed by anguish and
seething with rage at his father's unforgivable act, sought vengeance by slaying the Cyclopes, the
fearsome artisans responsible for forging Zeus's formidable thunderbolts. In a daring display of defiance,
he brazenly challenged Zeus to engage in a cataclysmic war. This audacious act threatened to unleash
unparalleled chaos upon both the realm of the gods and the mortal world alike.

Athena, a goddess known for her wisdom and prowess in battle, intervened to bring an end to the conflict.
She took the lifeless body of Asclepius and placed it among the stars, forming a new constellation called
Ophiuchus, which translates to "snake-holder." Additionally, Athena bestowed upon Asclepius a precious
gift: a vial containing the blood of the formidable Gorgon Medusa, whose head she had aided Perseus in
severing. This blood possessed a miraculous power - the ability to revive the deceased. Utilizing this
extraordinary elixir, Asclepius resurrected himself and ascended to the ranks of the immortal gods.

Asclepius, the renowned mender, employed a staff adorned with a coiled serpent to alleviate the
afflictions and wounds of both humans and animals. This emblematic staff has endured over time as a
symbol of medicine and healing, and its significance remains widely acknowledged in present-day
society. Asclepius, furthermore, bequeathed his prodigious abilities to several descendants who followed
in his healing footsteps. Among them are Hygieia, the divine embodiment of well-being and cleanliness;
Panacea, the goddess entrusted with the art of remedies and cures; and Telesphorus, the god overseeing
the process of recovery. The legacy of Asclepius and his kin serves as a testament to the enduring power of
healing and the ongoing pursuit of health and restoration.
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Orpheus, a p@nﬁirnent c-:ha[aet-er in Greek

mythology, i%ﬂ(@mized as a highly return journey, guiding! =t

revered individual! Bﬂowned for his grasp of her hand. \E)Iagued by/uncertainty
exceptional musicallta entipoetic prowess, and and anxiety, he suceumbeeiltolhis doubts and,
prophetic abilities, he possessed the just as he approachedi|thelexit, he instinctively

remarkable ability to CJaIE)t"I\/atmeéﬁlyllIVIMIVOtGdWhGCk‘If@he remained in tow. In that
beings but also inanimate objects such as ' ﬂeetlng mstant he caughtisight of her before
stones with his enchanting melodies. In she abruptly dissolved intejtheldepths of the
addition to his artisticiprowess, Orpheusjplayed underworld, destined nevertolbe seen again.

a significant rolejasithe originator of the Orph.ic
mysteries, a religiousimovement deeply/rooted
in sacred writingsjthat are attributed to him.
This religiousimoevement held greatjinfluence
and reverencelamong its followers.jThe
profound of Orpheus' musical genius
and spiritual{contributions solidified his
enduring]legacy/as one of the mosticon
figuresjinlGreekimythology.

Orphieus, conslimed by griefirecamed the
earth, filling the air with melancholicimelodies
while spu.rning the affections ofyvomen. In a
tragi;: turn of events, he met his{demisejat the
hands ofa band of maenads, the)wildland
frenz'led devotees of Dionysus, driven envy
towa!rds his mt’xswal prowess and|i cllby
his réfusallto p!ly homage to theerhey
tore his body asunder, casting his/severedihead

ic

One ofithe renowned tales involvir.g and shattered|lyre into the depthsiofiajflowing
Orpheusjrevolves around his tragic |love affair, river}

with EurydiceYhisibeloved wife whe met an
untimely/demiseldue to a venomous snalke bite ’According to certain renditionslofithellegend,
shortly aftertheirnuptials. Overwhelmed by I ES hig head angl lyre drifted alongriver
grief, Orpheusimadelthe,audacious deaglon to they contll'nued'l to emit an melody
venture into/theldepthslofithe underw0|!ld, until they‘f" naIIy arrived &ﬁﬁ]‘@ of/Lesbos.

ruled by Hades'and Persepheneltolresurrect It was;therelthatithe]MUusesitenderly; laid them
his beloved. Armediwithlhisenchanting tolresty¥Alternativelyfotheraccounts propose
melodies, Orpheus’soughtitolsway,thelhearts{ofi thatiZeusimoved\withicompassion,

the rulers of the dead, convincingjthemito} immortalizedlhimlby:transforming him into a
grant him permission to bring'Eurydicelback«to constellation'that now'-graces the night sky.
the realm of the living. However, there\was a Additionallyssome believe that Apollo or
catch: he must not cast a glance injher Dionysusjrecognizing his extraordinary

direction until they reached the surface: musicaljgiftjresurrected him, granting

forgivenessiforipasttransgressions.
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ACHILLES
AND MEMNON

Were you aware that not all the heroes of the Trojan
War met a permanent demise? As per ancient
accounts, there were instances where divine
intervention resurrected Achilles and Memnon, two
renowned warriors who fought on opposing sides,
bestowing upon them eternal life.

Achilles, the offspring of Peleus, a mortal ruler, and
Thetis, a nymph of the sea, possessed unparalleled
prowess among the Greek warriors who laid siege to
Troy for a decade. He vanquished numerous Trojans,
including their esteemed prince Hector, yet his own
demise awaited him when Paris, Hector's sibling,
skillfully guided an arrow from Apollo into his
vulnerable heel. Achilles' comrades retrieved his
lifeless form and honored him with a grandiose
funeral, where his remains were intermingled with
those of his cherished companion Patroclus, who
had perished earlier in the conflict.

However, according to certain renditions of the tale,
Achilles did not remain entombed. His mother,
Thetis, who had attempted to grant him immortality
as an infant by submerging him in the river Styx
(which is why his only weak point was his heel),
swiftly snatched him away from his funeral pyre and
transported him to a heavenly island, where he
resided joyfully for the rest of his days. The specific
location of this island varies depending on the
source: some assert it was Leuce, an island situated
in the Black Sea; others claim it was the Elysian
Fields, a paradisiacal realm within the underworld;
while still others maintain it was the Islands of the
Blessed, a serene abode where righteous souls
savored eternal tranquility.

Memnon, the offspring of Tithonus, a mortal prince,
and Eos, the goddess of dawn, held the throne of
Ethiopia and stood as an ally to the Trojans. Though
tardy in joining the conflict, he arrived with an-

imposing army of ebony-skinned warriors, posing a
formidable challenge to the Greeks. Numerous Greek
soldiers met their demise at his hands, including
Antilochus, Nestor's son. However, it was Achilles who
engaged Memnon in a fateful duel that ultimately
claimed his life.

Eos, overcome with grief for her fallen son, implored
Zeus to grant him immortality. Moved by her plea, Zeus
consented and dispatched a thunderbolt to reduce
Memnon's mortal frame to ashes. From these
remnants arose majestic birds known as Memnonides,
which soared into the heavens. Each year, these avian
creatures returned to wage fierce battles above their
paternal resting place, their sorrowful tears crystallizing
into drops of amber.

In certain renditions of the story, Memnon, like Achilles,
was granted an alternative destiny. Rather than being
transformed into birds, Zeus resurrected him and
transported him to either the Elysian Fields or the
Islands of the Blessed, where he united with Achilles
and other esteemed heroes in an everlasting existence.
Some accounts even propose that Memnon and
Achilles forged a bond of friendship and love in the
afterlife, reconciling their previous animosity.

The tales of Achilles and Memnon's resurrection are
captivating illustrations of how the ancient Greeks and
Romans envisioned the destiny of their revered heroes
in the afterlife. These narratives exemplify the profound
admiration for their martial prowess and the longing to
bestow upon them a joyous conclusion that surpassed
mortal boundaries. Moreover, they reveal the interplay
of diverse cultures and traditions, as both Achilles and
Memnon had ties to eastern lands and peoples. By
delving into these accounts, we can attain a profound
understanding of the ancient perspective and values
that molded their literary and artistic expressions. In
doing so, we embark on a journey of enlightenment,
unraveling the intricate tapestry of beliefs and ideals
that shaped their civilization.
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All'Scripture! quoetationsifrom IPSiTanakhi(1917)

The revival of/ deceased|individualsjisia
fundamental principle\withinithe traditional
Jewishitheologicallframework:iThisiconcept
entails.the/convictionithat, uponithe
culmination|ofitime;the/bodies/of.the\virtuous
will berestored tollife/by/God and reunited
withitheir'soulsjinitheirealm ofithe hereafter.
Resurrectioniserves asiaitestament toithe
omhipotencelandirighteousnessiofiGod;while
simultaneously;fulfilling/the prophetic
passages:found\within biblical'scriptures:

In'the JewishiTanakh; there exist\various
instances of/resurrection; two of.which|center,
around.the|prophetsiElijahland|Elisha;®©ne
examplejinvolves Elijah|bringing back:tollife
the/deceased!sonlofiajwidow;fromiZarephath);
who had/succumbedi|tolaniiliness:iThe story;is
told|inil Kingsj17:17-24:

:Now/iticame!to]passiafteritheseithings;that
the'sonlofithe\woman; the mistressiof;the
house,felllsick;iandlhisisicknessjwasiso/sore,
thatithere\wasinolbreathileftiinlhimiAnd/she
said/unto]Elijah:iWhat|havellitoldo)withithee, ©
thou/manofiGod?thouiarticomeluntoime;to
bring|my;/sinitoiremembrance;andito)slaymy;
son!'And/he said/unto her:'Give methy/son:
And heltookihimloutiofiher.bosom)andicarried

himluplintojtheupper.chamber wherelhe
abodejjand!laid him|upon|hisiown bed. And|he
cried unto/the lord; and'said:'O)Lord my/God,
hastiThouialsolbroughtievilluponithe\widow,
withiwhoml'sojourn; by/slaying/her,son? And
he'stretched himself{uponithe/childithree
times; and|cried/unto.the Lord; and said::O/Lord
my/God!|l|praysThee] letithisichildis/soullcome
backiintolhim;AnditheLord hearkenedunto
the\voicelofiElijah;;andthe'soul{ofthe/child
came backiintohim;and herevived. And Elijah
tookithelchild)jand brought/him(down out!/of:
the.chamber.into/the house,;and delivered/him
untolhisimother;;and Elijahisaid:iSee)thy/son
liveth:yAnd the\woman said to Elijah: \Now/I
know thatithouiartiajman|of,God,andithatithe
word of the Lordlinithy/mouthiis truth:*

Elishalresurrectedithe/son/of;alShunammite
womanjiwholhadialso/died of;anlillnessiThe
story/isitold in}2|Kings 4:18-37:

*And\whenithe childiwas grown;jit/fell on'a/day:
that/he\went/outitolhisifathertojthereapers:
And he'said/unto his father:iMy/head, my/head:;
And|helsaiditolhis'servant:iCarry/himitolhis
mother.;And\when he haditaken/him;and
broughtihimitolhisimother, he'sation/herknees
tilllnoon;jand.then/diedAndishe\wentlupiand
laid him[onithelbed|of;the)man|ofiGod;;and
shutithe/door,uponihim;andjwentout’Andishe
called|untolher. husband;and/said:*Sendimej|
pray:thee, onelof ;the'servants; and/one of,the
assesjthatilimay/runitoitheman|of{God, and
come back: And he'said::\Wherefore \wilt thou
goitolhimitoday?/itiisineither;new/moon nor:
sabbath'i And she said:‘It shall be \well;Then
she/saddledianjass;;and/said/tolher/servant:
‘Drive;and go forward; slacken me notithe
riding! exceptil bidithee!*So/she\wentjand
came untothe man ofiGod|to/mount Carmel.
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And|iticame to)pass;whenithelman|of{Godisaw.
herafaroffthat|he'said/to/Gehazi hisiservant:
‘Behold)yonderis;that Shunammite;run now: |
pray;thee; toimeetiherand!say/unto]her:lsiit
welliwithithee?is it\welljwithithy/husband?is|it
well\withithy/child?’Andishelanswered::Itiis
wellyAndiwhenishe.cametoithe man of God'to
thelhill;she caughtihold of{hisifeet;And Gehazi
came near.to thrust her,away; butthe manof;
God/said::Let/herialone;iforher/'souliis|bitter,
within her;and the/Lord hath hid'it fromme,
and|hath|notitold'me'iThenishe'said::Did!l
desire a son of my/lord?did | not'say: Do not
deceivelme?:Then|helsaidito/Gehazi:iGird{up
thy/loins; and|take my;staffiinithy/hand, and/go
thy,way;lifithou meetiany/man;salute' him|not;
and if.any/salutethee, answer. himnot‘again;
and|lay/my;staffiluponithelfacelof;the child:;yAnd
the mother. of.the child/said:’As the Lord|liveth,
andasithy/soulliveth;liwillinotileaveithee;And
helarose;and followed|her.;And(Gehazi|passed
on before them)and|laidithe’staffluponithe
face of.the child; but there\was/neither.voice;
nor.hearing}Whereforelhereturneditoimeet
him; and|told/him; saying:“The childlis not
awaked!y Andiwhen|Elishajwasicomelintoithe
house; behold; the child\was/dead’ andlaid
upon|hisibed!|Hei\wentlin|therefore;jand shut
the door,uponthemitwain; and prayed unto
thellord And/hei\wentiup;and|lay/uponithe
child; and put his mouth uponhisimouth; and
hisieyesiuponlhisieyes;and hisihandsiupon|his
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and|he'stretched himselfiupon him;andithe
fleshof.thelchild\waxedjwarmiiThen|he
returned; and\walked|inithe/housejto;andifro;
and\wentiup;andistretched himselfiuponhim;
andithelchildisneezed!sevenitimes;andithe
child{opened hisieyesi/And|helcalled Gehazi;
and/said:iCallithisiShunammite!’Solhe called
her;Andiwhenishei\was/comelinluntolhim) he
said:‘Take upithy/son:Thenishe wentlin;and
felllatihisifeet and|bowed herself;toithe
ground;iandisheitookwup’hersonjjandiwent
out:

These narratives demonstrate the divine
authority/bestowed upon God's prophets;who
servelas Hislemissariesiand(conduitsiiThey/serve
asia/testament to God's;ability;to resurrect .the
deceased;alprofound sign|ofiHisibenevolence
and mercytowards those\who placetheir,faith
inlHimland!abidelby/Hisiteachingsilhei\women
who bore witness tothe revival of.their'sons
notionly;acknowledged the|prophets;
unwaveringiauthority/butalso,recognized the
profounditruthlembeddediwithin|their;
teachings:

The concept ofiresurrection/in’Judaism extends
beyond individuallinstancesiandiencompasses
the collectivelaspirationifor,the future
redemptionlofiisrael;Within|theiTanakh;
numerous prophecies foretell aitime,when God
willigather/Hisipeopleifromiexile;revive'their-



homeland)reconstructitheirtemple;dispatch
their/Messiah) passijudgmentiuponinations;
and|bringlaboutithelresurrection/ofithe
deceased. Among|these|propheticimessages
are:

- Isaiah'26:19: *Thy/dead shallllive; my/;dead
bodiesishalliarise--awakeland!sing)yeithat
dwellinitheldust:-forilhy/dewjisiasithe/dew;of;
light;andithelearthishalllbring tollifeithe
shades:;
-IEzekiel'37:1-14:iThe\vision|of;the\valley/of/dry.
bonesi(see;above).

-Daniell12:2:3:And many/of,themithatisleeplin
the dust of;the earth'shalllawake; someto
everlasting|lifejand/someitojreproachesiand
everlasting abhorrence: And'they;that:are,wise
shalllshineasithe brightness/ofithe\firmament;
anditheythatiturnimany;tojrighteousnessias
the stars for.ever.and ever.:
-IHosea|6:1:2:2Come;jand|letiusireturnjuntoithe
Lord;/for.He hathitorn; and/He will heallus; He
hath'smitten; and He\will bind usiup: After,two
daysiwill' He revive us; onithe third day/He \will
raise usiup; thatiwe may/livelin His/presence::

Thepropheciesipresented hereiserveias
evidencethatithe conceptiof/resurrection|isian
integrallaspectiofiGod:sidivineblueprint;for
both|Hisipeoplelandithe\worldiat{large:!
Resurrection;in/essence; serves:asiaitangible
manifestation/of.Godisiunwavering
commitmentitoljustice;,whereby;thelrighteous
will'be duly/rewardedjwhileithe\wicked!shall
facetheirjustiretribution. Moreover,
resurrection/equally/embodies/God's|profound
mercy; asiit'signifies Hisiwillingnessito)mend
the wounds of His/beloved|followersiand
restore their.intimate .connection\with/Him:.

Indudaism;resurrection|holdsialsignificance
beyondisimply/returningjto)physicalllife}lt
entailsiajprofounditransformation|into’a
superior/state/ofibeing;iThelbodiesithat
experiencejresurrection\willlbe!freelfrom decay:
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imperishable;radiant)spiritual;;and|perfectly,
suited|toithe newjreality,that/God\will establish!
Meanwhile, the'soulsithatare resurrected will
baskin|eternallhappiness;foreverinithe
presence of God.This/concept of/resurrection
encompassesinotionly;ajrevivallofithe physical
form but alsoan elevation toia/divine existence.

Indudaism;ithelconceptiofiresurrectionlis
rooted|inia/deep;ifaithlin|God!s/promisesjwhich
arerevealed inHis\word: This beliefisialso
logically/supported;asjitiacknowledgesithe
inherentiworthiof/lhumanibeingsiwholare
created injthelimagelofiGodand/destined for.
His glory Additionally;itemphasizes;the
sighificance of/humaniactions; recognizingthat
they/have eternal ramifications: By,combining
faithjand reason;Judaismiupholdsithe
profound|notionofiresurrection; offeringia
profound{understanding ofithe afterlifeland
theultimate purpose of human existence.

Indudaism;ithelconceptiofiresurrection holds
immense sighificanceas|it/offersisolace;and
hopeitolindividualsiwholhave experiencedithe
painlof/death|orlinjusticel|lt'servesiasialdriving
forceifor.those\whoistrive tojalignitheirlives
with|God's{divineiplan}providing themjwith
the motivationitollead righteousilives.
Moreoverthe beliefliniresurrection|bringsigreat
joyitoithose\wholeagerly;await/Godis{ultimate
redemptioniandisalvationiThis|profound
notion notlonly/offersicomfortiinitimes/of:
despair/butialsolinstillsiaisenselofpurposeand
anticipationifor.albrighter.future:

Resurrectionlindudaismlisione ofithelthirteen
principlesiofifaithiformulated|by/Maimonides
(1135:1204), one of thelgreatestdewish
philosophersiand|legaliauthorities;He\wrote:

sl believe\with|perfectifaithithatithere)will|be'a
revival of,the dead|atitheitime\whenlit'shall
pleaseithe Creator, blessed|belHisiname;;and
Hisimentionishall belexalted forieverand ever::



Jesus and Lazarus
(John 11:1-53 KIV))

Theistory/of/Lazarus is.one of.the/most:amazing
and|powerfulistoriesjinithe!Bible Itishowsius
thelloveland .compassion|ofidesusiforHis
friends;asiwelllasiHis|power.andiauthority/over.
death! Itialsoirevealsithe hostility/and unbelief;
ofithelreligiousjleaders;whoiwereithreatened
by/Jesus; popularity/andimiracles.

1} Jesus/caresiaboutiourtroublesiand/sorrows:
When!Jdesusiheard\that|Lazarusjwas/sick: He
said) “Thisisicknesslisinotiunto/death; butifor,
thelglory/of/God; thatithe!Son of/Godimightibe
glorified thereby* (Johni11:4 KJV)). He knew;that
Helwouldiraise!Llazarusifromitheldead; butiHe
also/feltithe painiand grief/of/His friends: He
weptiwithithemand comfortedithem\withiHis
words: Helsaid! llamithelresurrection; and.the
life:)helthat/believethlin'me;though|he\were
dead)yetishall hellive®(Johnill:25/KIV)) He
assuredithemithatiHelhad\the/ powertoigive
eternalllifeitoithose\who!believelin|Him:

2. Jesus hasia perfect timing and purposeifor:
everything!Sometimesjwemay)wonderwhy,
Godallowsiusitoigoithroughitrialsiand
difficulties;onwhy/Helseemsito/delay/His
answerstolour prayers;We/may,thinkithat|Helis
late or/indifferent to/our. needs: But:Jesus
showed us that He hasia perfect timingand
purposeiforieverything:
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Hesaid, Lazarusiis dead. And llam glad for.
your;sakesithat/liwas/not there;tothelintentyye
may, believe? (Johni11:14-15/K3IV)).

He\waited|for.twoldaysibefore!goingjto
Bethany: so.that/He could demonstrate His
power,over,death; and/increase thefaith of His
disciplesiandifollowers: He also)wanted to fulfill
the prophecy/ofilsaiah;whoisaid;*He will
swallow/up.deathlin\ictory: (Isaiah}25:8/KJV)).

3. Jesus|callsiusjtolcomeouti/ofiour,gravesiand
livelforHimWhendesus:arrivediatithejtomb.of:
Lazarus; Helcommandedi{themitojrolllawaythe
stone. Then Heprayedito His Father, and said
withialloudivoice, ‘Lazarus; come!forth? (John
11:43]KIV))yAnd Lazarusicame!outiofithe tomb;
alive'again;This)was a foreshadowing ofiwhat
Jesusiwould doiforiallijwholbelievelin|Him:He
would/die/on the cross for,our'sins;andrise
again/onjthe third day; defeating deathiandisin
onceandfor.all. He)\would'alsoigive us His
Spirit;,whoiwould/raise us from/spiritual death
and make us/inew,creaturesiin,Christ. He)\would
calllus;to.come out of'our.graves of'siniand
darkness; and live/for.Him in/righteousnessiand
light.

Thestory/of(Lazarus|isialstory/ofihopeland
victory:It'showsus thatJesusiisithe
resurrection andithelife;jand/thatiwhoever,
believesjin Him\willinever.die It'also/challenges
us;toirespondito]Hisicall;andifollow/Him\with
faith:and obedience:



g | ,
i heldaughterof;

mm = eV;said OU see elmultitudeithronging
] = o OUQ atimany;peoplec i
BOne'of the most amazing miracles that Jesus NN = fuwiin meeiragee, | ‘vt fucmme
Perforrmied was raising the daughterof Jairus ) Nt st e poartatiin, | Vo Wl
0 e deag O O -'_° I el l0ooKed aro °_W OIT1g Olnau
e e, olc e truthtaboutwhat'shelhad(done
a UaugriLe SAMCIIC]ISAS SIS el elle e did|not rebuke ero oo[m € Spoke
dea and Ja as desperate fo elp = Dauahte - = ade A ARG
ad heard abo e e grea calel anau nn: oMol= Ole o PIagucE m
23 e O Nad done = Ondade S % / eCo enaded ne OW
. g | ;r : -' 1”; .-IJ __l
o followed ano enhed to ords. OMEIPEOPIE CAME;TTO S L oLle
i 2id o dauac o = 3 e po ° = 00 _... = 003 o@? i
gdea olg= ee O € dNd Id arias O dalac e e Oudg atidead AS = ?
7 e - e 3 pe ealed: anad .- 3 e Nalel(o oODE 3 '..-"_.hh
- e il %7 4y
z oved by Ja plea and ag a to z acaid.to' 13 EBelnot!a -o
o : ollowed Ja anao ‘Il°l ':“ helieve a 6 e'enco .o-om@ i_
ollowed = = e SlgNelollg[e ! --; ° anag O o)o ‘w
© e ° appeneda al Aelavyed .‘ ! i
onditio 0 elve vea e had spe 3 T, O = = ene'of.sorro anad
e ohey oh doctors and trea e ° gmm are 3 people gana
- Orse e had heard abo g and belie -TI ‘ﬁ_m make _-. adotand ween =
__: 9 e could hea e < OUgQ O herse .‘]B ot'dead) b eepe d >
3 3 ¢ 12 g : Fﬁl 1
i T ; - n :
T l-ul‘_r 3 O =Y = .-,‘- - 0 a O o OSE
€ Calhmne PE ._ = ard to cC = -_ Il_'—' 0 belong!to E{Emmoo arto)raise
- a3 = adiate o felt a ange -+ aldead!to NEYoE w@o-oo-oo oty
er bod e bleeding stopped and efelt § L Py ¢
- de =Talo -[Hb. ea ev/laughed!a
caled!Je also fe ome 0 e felt powe 0 . .'I}{b as deluded
Ea o to ed -o .- 3 O i iﬁ 1 .__J -.L
SEREIEERCT OR Y 42 £33 The R
IH.: = *".-'.h..-rsx'” A TR -y =



7. % ]
Jesusdidlnotarguelwithithemlor:try,tolconvince r ¥ rg{gdjauargg%he@n

@mmb@ﬁﬁ]md]]@[ﬂ the houg'é except for i =
m Peter! James andJohnYHe tomb and seta guard‘o!\‘
mw}mﬁ}@gﬂﬂwMiQ@n
almabsa,

[#[b@[iﬁ? Aramaic,
"thtle glrl arise. (Markg [
HW s r‘- 1‘ ofitt |Lorgl dﬁesczended from heaveniand §
‘ﬁﬂ@ﬂ[ﬂ})_ uiSelile)
fromithelbed¥She\was:alivelagain! werelso afraid|that they, shookvang becam%ll ke '
(dead mer-NThe angeﬁ&&lthe womenﬁvho came'to

[ﬁlg]l overjoyed.They/ seeithe tomb that Jesus,was not there, but hadrisen
theindaughterandjthankedresus for what sfromithe/dead as|He had said. He told them to go
m-ﬂ}@m@m@ h’er so-"_memlng ano! tell His/disciples that He\would meet them in
ﬁawraﬂlﬂ happened: CalilcE

HeNantea to Reepthigmiracle private and not to

iThe women ran with joy.and fear.to tell the
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InjIslam; a prominent globallreligion; there
existsialprofoundlemphasis/onithe/concept of:
resurrection. Islamic theology/postulates that
upon death; everyonewill be revivedito
undergojjudgmentiinithe presencelof/Allah
(God):Theloutcome of:this judgment will
determineitheirdestiny/inithe hereafter:an
everlasting|blissful paradise or.an eternal state
of/damnation:

The beliefiin|resurrectioniis/centralitoithe:
Muslim faithand isione ofithe sixarticles of;
Islamicfaith.The/Quran; the holy/bookofilslam;
mentionsithe resurrectioniand judgment more|
than|70/times and calls|it by,various names,
suchas:

- The Day,/of Resurrection|(yawmial-Qiyamah);
- The Day/of Judgement(yawm ad-din);
-Thellast/Hour (as-saia)

- The|Day,of;Separation|(yawmial-Fasl)

-The Reality(al-Haggah)

Muslimsholdithebelief that lifelon|Earth\wil |
eventually/reachiits.culmination;aday;
determined solely,by/Allahiand known
exclusively;to Him. Onithis fateful day; Allah\wil
bring|about the destruction|of everything. Itis;
on thismomentous occasion thatalllindividuals|
\whohave ever;existed will
theirgraves to face the divine judgment of;
Allah;Muslimsifirmly/believe that:they,will
remain|in their resting|places until/this
appointed|day; oftenireferred tozas the Day;of:
Exodus; oryawmal-Khuruj.

TThe Quran|describesithe eventsof.this day/in
vivid|detail, suchjas:

- TheTrumpet(al:Sur)will|beblown by:an:angel
and allllivingjthingswilldie:Thenlit.will|be
blown againiand all livingjthings,will be!

- The Earth willlbe shaken and transformed into)
aflat plain.

-TheSun\will|be brought closetoithe Earthiand
people\willlsweat according toitheirdeeds:
-The stars\willifall'and the sky,will
- Theiscales(al:Mizan) will be setiup toweigh
the deedsoflevery/person.
-Thelbooks|(al-Suhuf) containingjthe records of;
every,person’sideedswill
will receive their books|intheirright/hands,
\Which means they are:among the successful
ones: Others)will receive their bookslinitheirleft
hands or. behindtheir;backs,whichmeansithey,
are.among|thellosers:
-/Albridge|(as:Sirat).over Hell\will
and leveryone will have!toicrossiit.Some will
cross|it\with/ease/and enter; Paradise. Otherswill
slipiand|falllintoHell.

- Allah\will judge every/personjaccording to)his;
or her.faith and|deeds:Those who|believed|in
‘Allahjand|His/messengers;and|didigood deeds
\willlbe forgivenifor theirsinsiand|enter; Paradise:
Those who disbelieved|in/Allahiand His|
messengersiand did evil deedswill not|be
forgiveniand enter: Hell.
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The conviction in the resurrection holds
immensesignificance within the life ofa
Muslim. It'serves as a catalyst, propelling them

- tojadhere to the commands of Allah and refrain

. C % | accountablllty for their deeds and a
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The Prophet Muhammad (peace
be upon him) also said in a Hadith:

"The Hour (of Resurrection) will not come until you see
ten signs: the smoke, the Dajjal (Antichrist), the beast,
the sun rising from the west, the descent of Jesus son of
Mary, Gog and Magog, three landslides (one in the east,
one in the west, and one in Arabia), and a fire that wiill
emerge from Yemen and drive people to their place of
assembly." (Sahih Muslim)

On the Day of Resurrection, Allah will judge every
person according to their faith and deeds. Those who
believed in Allah and His messengers, and did righteous
deeds, will enter Paradise. Paradise is a place of physical
and spiritual pleasure with delicious food and drink,
virgin companions and lofty mansions. Those who
disbelieved or associated partners with Allah, or
committed major sins without repentance, will enter
Hell. Hell is a place of eternal torment where the skin of
the sinners will be burned and replaced repeatedly.
Allah says in the Quran:

"Indeed, those who have believed and done righteous
deeds - they will have the Gardens of Paradise as a
lodging. Wherein they abide eternally; they will not
desire from it any transfer." (Quran 18:107-108)

“Indeed, those who disbelieve in Our verses - We wiill
drive them into a Fire. Every time their skins are roasted
through We will replace them with other skins so they
may taste the punishment. Indeed, Allah is ever Exalted
in Might and Wise." (Quran 4:56)
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